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Patient safety, clinical safety, and healthcare safety are related but distinct
concepts. Patient safety refers to the absence of preventable harm to patients
during the provision of healthcare. This encompasses all aspects of healthcare,

from the design and implementation of systems and processes to the actions of
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individual healthcare providers.
Clinical safety is a subset of patient safety that focuses specifically on preventing
errors and adverse events in medical treatment and procedures. This includes
measures such as proper use of medications, appropriate use of medical devices,
and avoiding miscommunication during patient care.
Healthcare safety is a broader concept that encompasses patient safety and clinical
safety, as well as the overall safety of the healthcare environment. This includes
factors such as the safety of healthcare workers, the safety of patients from
infections, and the safety of the physical environment.
In summary, patient safety encompasses both clinical safety and healthcare safety,
while clinical safety is a narrower aspect of patient safety that focuses on
preventing harm in medical treatment.
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including doctors, nurses, midwives, public health professionals, laboratory
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care workers, community health workers, healers and traditional medicine
practitioners. https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/occupational-
health--health-workers)
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The following definition was developed by the International Ergonomics
Association and has been adopted by the Human Factors and Ergonomics Society:
Ergonomics (or human factors) is the scientific discipline concerned with the
understanding of interactions among humans and other elements of a system, and
the profession that applies theory, principles, data and methods to design in order
to optimize human well-being and overall system performance. Ergonomists
contribute to the design and evaluation of tasks, jobs, products, environments and
systems in order to make them compatible with the needs, abilities and limitations
of people.
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